Road-Rail Transport
between the chief industrial centres and the ports, and
between the producing and the consuming areas, make a
quick goods service not only desirable but  essential/1 s
Something in this line is being done to assuage the problem.
A few express Goods Services have been inaugurated; as
for example between Madras and Tuticorin and Madras
Ernakulam.    While this is improvement enough, the need
for speeding up all trains still remains.    Much could also
be done by declaring a flat rate on i Smalls \   The postal
principle has been adopted on the road system as a method
of charging so that the railways could adopt this much to
their benefit.   While we are still on the question of goods
traffic,   attention   may   be   drawn   to   the   great   need
for   simplification   of   the   clerical   formalities   involved.
Secondly,   the   railway  receipt  could   be   made   into   a
negotiable instrument, and the risk note form A made
less onerous and non-committal.   The publication of goods
train timings is another of those measures designed to aid
traffic on the railways.   Nothing is more troublesome to a
large businessman than  frequent inquiries into changes
in rates and  fares.   If something could be  devised to
minimise this, that itself would be a great benefit.   Keeog-
nising this, the East  Indian Railway felt the need for
a   central   organisation   for  the  dissemination   of   such
information.   In eliciting the views of the various Chambers
of Commerce, the Commercial Manager of the E.I.E. said
that the railways would create a central office, possibly
under the supervision of the C4eneral Secretary of the
Indian Bailway Conference Association whose duties would
be to register all applications from individuals or firms
for advice of changes in rates for specific commodities.
All railways would send immediate advice of any change
m rates for those commodities to the office, and the Central
OSke would communicate such changes to the respective
$   Wedgwood Committee Report, p. 30.